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Claims 

What is claimed is: 

A data processing system for generating a subscriber 
rofile vector, said data processing system comprising: 

a) computer processor means for processing data; 

b) storage means for storing data on a storage 
medium; 

:) first means for monitoring subscriber activity 
wherein said first means includes recording means 
\for storing subscriber selection data wherein said 
ibscriber selection data corresponds to selected 
so\irce material; 

d) seccmd means for retrieving source related 
infonjiation wherein said source related 
information contains descriptive fields 
corresp6nding to said selected source material; 

e) third me^ns for processing information wherein 
said third means includes means for processing 
said subscAber selection data with respect to 
said descripMve fields to fprm said subscriber 
profile vectorXand 



f) fourth means 
vector. 



f oj 




aid subscriber profile 



&ed im 



2 . The system descri 
for monitoring subscrib 
monitoring time duratiolis 



act 



:;laim 1 wherein said first means 
ity further comprises means for 
erein said time durations 



,vi1 



correspond to viewing times of sa\d selected source material , 



3. The system described in claim TV wherein said first means 
for monitoring subscriber activity further comprises means for 
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^monitoring volume levels wherein said volume levels correspond 
;o subscriber selection volume levels. 

4. \ The system described in claim 1 wherein said subscriber 
proHle vector contains household demographic data indicating 
probabilistic measurements of household demographics. 

5 . Tli^ system described in claim 1 wherein said subscriber 
profile \ vector contains household program preference 
informatibn indicating probabilistic measurements of household 
program interests . 

6. The sys\em described in claim 1 wherein said subscriber 
□ profile vect\)r contains household product preference 

information indicating probabilistic measurements of household 
product interests 



7 . The system described in claim 1 wherein said second means 
for retrieving sourcW^related inf oration further comprises a 
means for context njanih^sof textual information associated with 
said selected sourfce ma^err^ 



The system 



.escribe 



associated with said 



in claim 7 wherein said textual 



information is t^xt derdVed from closed-captioning data 



tedXsource material. 



9. The system described in cla\rn 1 wherein said second means 
for retrieving source related information further comprises a 
means for retrieving information associated with said selected 
source material from an electronic program guide. 
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10. The system described in claim 1 wherein said third means 
for processing information processes information over a viewing 
session and wherein said subscriber profile vector corresponds 
to said viewing session. 

ll\ The system described in claim 1 wherein said third means 
for \processing information processes information over multiple 
viewmg sessions and wherein said subscriber profile vector 
corresponds to an average value over said multiple viewing 
session^ 

12. A data processing system for generating a subscriber 
profile vecVor, said data processing system comprising: 

a) compirter processor means for processing data; 

b) storagq^ means for storing data on a storage 
medium; 

c) first me^ns for monitoring subscriber activity 
wherein saYd first means /includes recording means 
for storin^subscriber selection data wherein said 
subscribeif s^ec^ion c^ta corresponds to selected 



source materia, 
d) second means 
inf ormatioi 
information 



for retrieving source related 
wherein said source related 
tains descriptive fields 



corresponding to sar^ selected source material; 

e) third means for\ generating a program 
characteristics vectoV based on said source 
related information; 

f ) fourth means for storing )a set of heuristic rules; 

g) fifth means for processoSng information wherein 
said fifth means includes \ means for processing 
said subscriber selection d\ta with respect to 
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said program characteristics vector and said set 
)f heuristic rules to form said subscriber profile 
fee tor; and 

h) saxth means for storing said subscriber profile 
vector. 

13. The sVstem described in claim 12 wherein said first means 
for monitorsLng subscriber activity further comprises means for 
monitoring \time durations wherein said time durations 
correspond td viewing times of said selected source material. 

14. The systek described in claim 12 wherein said first means 
for monitoring \subscriber activity further comprises means for 
monitoring volume levels wherein said volume levels correspond 
to subscriber selection volume levels. 



15. The system described in claim 12 wherein said subscriber 
profile vector contains household demographic data indicating 
probabilistic measurements of household demographics. 



descr 



16 . The system 
profile vector conltai 
indicating probabilisti 





n claim 12 wherein said subscriber 
a household session interest profile 
measurements of household interests. 



vector, said data processing system 



17 . A data process^rligX system for generating a household 
demographic characteristics, 
comprising: 

a) computer processor mekns for processing data; 

b) storage means for scoring data on a storage 
medium; 

c) first means for monitoVing subscriber activity 
wherein said first means Nincludes recording means 
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for storing subscriber selection data wherein said 
subscriber selection data corresponds to selected 
source material; 

d) sAcond means for generating household viewing 
habits information wherein said household viewing 
habi\ts information is generated from said 
subscriber selection data; 

e) third yaeans for storing a set of heuristic rules; 

f) fourth\ means for processing information wherein 
said fourth means includes means for processing 
said subscriber selection data with respect to 
said set of heuristic rules to form said household 
demographic characteristics vector; and 

g) fifth means\ for storing said household demographic 
characteristics vector/ 



18. The system descr 



for processing inf 



in claim 17 wherein said fourth means 



>rma^ion processes information over a viewing 
session and wherein saM household demographic characteristics 
vector corresponds 69 sfaid viewing session. 



19. The system described claim 17 wherein said fourth means 
for processing information processes information over a period 
of multiple viewing sessions Vherein said household demographic 
characteristics vector corresponds to an average value over 
said multiple viewing sessions 
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